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FOREWORD

Teachingofhandwritingisoneofthebasictasksintheteachingoflanguageintheearly

stagesofthechild’sschoolingyears.Thistaskdemandsproperknowledgeandunderstandingonthe

partoftheelementaryschoolteacherswhohandlethestudentseveryday.Inthisregardtheteacher

needstohaveadeeperunderstandingofthemechanicsofhandwritingaswellasthepsychological

andpedagogicalimplicationsinvolvedinthewritingtaskthattakesplaceatthedifferentstagesof

theteaching-learningprocess.

Duetothenon-availabilityofanykindofhelpbookinthisareaofteaching,someyearsback,

theDistrictInstituteofEducationandTraininghasdevelopedthehand-bookinKhasientitled–‘Ki

Nongrim HikaiThohDak’.Thishand-bookhasbeendevelopedwiththeintentionthatitwillserveas

somekindofaguidebooktoprovidetheteacherswithsomebasicknowledgeabouthandwritingand

itsroleinthedevelopmentofthepersonalityofthechild.Fewcopiesofthesamehavebeenprinted

anddistributedtomostofthevernacularL.P.SchoolteachersintheDistrict.However,notenough

copieswereavailablethen,andsothereweremanyschoolteacherswhodidnotreceivecopiesof

thismaterialtobeusedintheirrespectiveschools.Again,sincethehand-bookhasbeenwrittenin

Khasi,soonlyteachersteachinginvernacularschoolscouldhavecopiesandthoseteachinginother

schoolswhereKhasiisnotthemedium ofinstructionattheLowerPrimaryStageweredeprivedof

theopportunitytodoso.

Therefore,inanattempttohaveawidercoverageintheuseofthishand-bookforthebenefit

oftheteachersespeciallywiththeimplementationofContinuousandComprehensiveEvaluation,this

yeartheinstitutehascomeupwiththepublicationoftheEnglisheditionofthesamesothatitcould

bedistributedtothoseteachersteachingintheelementaryEnglishmedium schoolsaswellasin

otherschoolswhereKhasiisnotthemedium ofinstruction.

Itisthereforehopedthatthisattemptwillhelpimprovethecapacityofteachersinour

elementaryschoolsintheDistrictinthisparticularareaofteaching.Andasaconsequence,itisalso

expectedthatthiswillgoalongwayinimprovingthequalityofteachingandlearninginour

elementaryschoolsingeneral.

Principal

District Institute of Education and
Training

Ri-BhoiDistrict,Nongpoh
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PREFACE

Properknowledgeandunderstandingoflanguageisthebasicnecessityforanystudentin

ordertobeabletocomprehendtheideawhilestudyingvariousothersubjects.Properknowledgeand

understandingofanylanguageinturndemandstheabilitytomastertheskillsofreadingandwriting.

Itisforthisreasonthatanystudentisexpectedtomastertheartofwritingespeciallywhenit

concernsthestudent’sownpersonalviewthathewantstoconveytothereader.

Theabilitytowriteaclearandlegiblehandwritingattractsthereader.Clean,clearand

beautifulhandwritinginonewaycanalsohaveapositiveimpactonanyonewhoisthepaper

examinerortheevaluator.Thereisalsothepossibilitythatitmayevenaffectthegradingormarking

especiallywhenitcomestoessaytypeanswers.Thisisbecausegoodhandwritingmakesiteasier

fortheexaminertogothroughtheanswerswrittenbythestudent.

Ourprimaryschoolsalwaysserveasthebaseorthesub-structurefortheyoungchildren

whenitcomestotheartofwriting.Forthisreason,teachersintheseschoolsshouldtakethe

responsibilitytoteachhandwritingtothestudentsinthemosteffectivemanner.Whenstudentsare

givenproperfoundationinthelowerclasses,itwillbeeasierforthem whentheyprogresstothe

highergrades.Butifithappensotherwiseitwillnotonlyhindertheirprogressasstudentsbutitwill

alsobeastumblingblocktotheteachersteachingthem inthesehigherclasses.

Tilldate,apartfrom thepracticalwork-bookon‘Cursivewriting’whichisincludedinthe

syllabusforprimarystudents,thereisnootherguidebookfortheteachersontheteachingof

handwriting.ItisforthisreasonthattheDistrictInstituteofEducationandTraining,Nongpoh,Ri-Bhoi

District,hastakentheinitiativetopublishahand-bookinthisparticularareaoftheschoolsyllabus.

Thishand-bookhasbeendevelopedtoserveasakindofahelpbookfortheteachers.

Attempthasalsobeenmadeinthishand-booktogiveanideatotheteachersontheroleof

handwritinginshapingthepersonalityofthechildfrom hisveryyoungageandatthesametimeasto

whatteacherscandotohelpthestudentsdevelopbetterpersonalitythroughhandwriting.

Inthedevelopmentofthishand-bookwedonotclaim thatithasbeendesignedtobe

exhaustiveandcompleteineverythingbutthatitisjustanattempttohelptheteacherstohavean

insightintowhathandwritingisandhowshoulditbehandledbythem.Wealsoknowthatthereisstill

muchroom forimprovingthishand-book.Sosuggestions,ittheyarethere,areverymuchwelcomed.

Shri.O.Rapsang(Writer)
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CHAPTER:I

Introduction

WeallknowthatteachingofhandwritingisoneofthemostimportantaspectsinLanguage

Teachingwhichneedstobegivenmoreemphasisespeciallyintheearlyschoolingyearsofthechild.

However,from thestudents’handwritingobservedduringtheconductoftheNationalAchievement

SurveyinrecentyearsintheDistrict,itcanbeconcludedthatinmostoftheelementaryschoolsno

properattentionhasbeengivenbytheteacherswhilehandlingit.

Oneofthereasonsthatthisishappeningcouldbethattheteachersteachthestudentsinthe

verysamewaytheythemselveshavebeentaughtbytheirownteacherswhiletheywerestudyingin

theirschoolsduringtheirearlyschoolingyears.

Anotherreasoncouldbethattheteachersthemselvesdonotunderstandthehand-in-hand

relationshipbetweenourhandwritingandthepersonalitythatwehave.Mostofusarenotawareof

thefactthatifateacherisstrictandmakessurethatthestudent’shandwritingisgood,heorsheis

indeedhelpingtodevelopbetterpersonalitytraitsinthatparticularstudent.

Theimportanceofhandwritingisbeinggivengreatimportanceindevelopedcountries,where

Graphologyisbeingusedasatooltoevaluatethepersonalityofanyjobaspirantorinarrivingat

correctjudgmentduringcourttrials.Again,studieshaveshownthatthepersonalityofanypersonis

alwaysrevealedbythefeaturesofhishandwriting.Andthatifsuchapersonisdeterminedto

improvehishandwriting,hecanalsoimprovehisowncharacterandpersonality.

AsateachereducatorofLowerPrimaryandUpperPrimaryschoolteachersformorethan

twodecades,ithasbeenfoundoutthatmostoftheteachersandstudentsarenotparticularabout

theirownhandwriting.Mostofthem donottakecaretoensurethattheirhandwritingisclearand
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legibleandthataregularslantismaintainedwhilewriting.Ithasalsobeenfoundthatnotenough

timehasbeenspenteitherbytheteachersorbythestudentsalikeinteachingandlearningtowritea

goodhand.Thishasresultedinthedevelopmentofpoorhandwritinginthestudents.Andthiscould

alsobeoneofthemainreasonsthatstudentsarenotabletoperform wellintheirstudiesandthat

theyhadtostrugglewhilestudyinginthehigherclasses.

Thesefindingshavemadeusrealiseandthinkthatitishightimeforustodosomethingon

thismatter,sothatwecanhelpthestudentsstudyinginthelowerclassesinthewholeoftheDistrict

improve theirhandwriting which in the long run willalso help improve theirpersonalityand

consequentlyleadtotheimprovementoftheirperformanceinstudies.

CHAPTER:II

HistoryoftheDevelopmentoftheAlphabetintheKhasiLanguage

Asteachers,thereisthepossibilitythatmanytimeswearenotawareastohowitcameto

happenforustohave23lettersofthealphabetinourKhasilanguage.Andthatinmostoccasions,

ourknowledgeoftheexistenceofthe23lettersofthealphabetisbasedonwhatourteachershave

taughtusduringourearlyschoolingyearswhenweweremadetowritethelettersinKhasilikeA,B,K,

DuptoY.Andfrom theseexperienceswehavelearnttoacceptthatwehaveonly23lettersofthe

alphabet.Again,mostofthetime,itnevercomesintoourmindtothinkastowhydowehavethe

letter‘g’inthealphabet,butpracticallyithasneverbeenusedasanindividualletterinwritingthe

spellingofanywordexceptwhenwrittentogetherwith‘n’toform theletter‘ng’.Moreover,many

times,ithasbeenobservedthatalmosteveryonewhowritesinKhasiisnotparticularaboutusingthe

twoi-dotsfortheletter‘ї’andinsteadusestheletter‘i’inplaceoftheletter‘ї’inmanywords.Andnot

onlythis,butwealsoregularlyfailtopractice toplacethe symbol‘~’ontopoftheletter‘n’inorder

toform theshapeoftheletter‘ñ’.

Inthischaptertherefore,itisbeingfeltthatthereistheneedtowritesomethingonthe

historyoftheKhasialphabet,sothatourPrimarySchoolteachersaregiventheopportunityto

understandsomeofthesebasicfactsandhelpthem clarifysomeofthedoubtsthatmighthave

crossedtheirmindsregardingtheirunderstandingofthealphabetofourownlanguage.

Duetothelackofavailableresourcematerialspublishedinthe19thCentury,itisnotaneasy

tasktowritethehistoryofthealphabetinKhasi.Andwhathasbeenwrittenhereisbasedonlyon

somesourcesofinformationthatareaccessibletothewriter.Thusthiswrite-uponthedevelopment

ofthealphabetintheKhasilanguageisnotanexhaustiveonebutthatitisjustanattemptbythe

writertogivesomeideaonthehistoryofthisdevelopmentforthebenefitoftheteachersinour
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elementaryschools.

AstheKhasicommunity,wedonothaveanyideaifwealreadyhadourownalphabetinthe

remotepast.ButitwouldbeworthmentioningherethattheKhasiword‘thoh’hasbeenderivedfrom

theAustricword‘katho’whichinEnglishmeans‘scribble’.Thiswordthereforesuggeststhatthereis

thepossibilitythatourpeoplemusthavehadsomeideaofwritinginancienttimes.

‘Puthi’isanotherwordthatisthoughtprovokingandmakesuswonderwhetherwehadany

knowledgeaboutwritingbeforethemissionariescameintoourhills.‘Puthi’isakindofamanuscript

whichwasusedbytheAhom kingswhoruledAssam from 1228A.Dto1825A.D.Thismanuscript

waswrittenonthebarkoftheagarwoodoraloewood.Theuseofthisword‘puthi’bytheKhasis

impliesthattheymusthavelearntofitsuseasastorehouseofknowledge.Again,theuseof‘kapule

-kaputhi’rhetoricallyinsentencesappearstosuggestthattheKhasipeoplemusthavealsolearnt

howtoreadit.However,tilldate,wedonothaveanyevidencestoprovethattheKhasipeoplehave

reallyuseditasakindofabookforwritingorreading.

Howeveritwasuntilthebeginningofthenineteenthcenturywhenanattempthasbeen

madebytheChristianmissionariesfrom SeramporetotranslatetheBibleintoKhasiusingthe

BengaleeScriptthattheprocessofwritingourlanguageusingaparticularscriptbegan.Forthis

reason,whenitcomestothehistoryofthedevelopmentofthealphabetinKhasilanguagewehadto

beginfrom thoseyearswhentheChristianmissionariessetfootin KhasiHillsandstartedthe

translationoftheBibleintoourownlanguage.

FollowingisthedevelopmentofthealphabetinKhasilanguagefrom theyear1813till1899:

1813-ItwasinthisyearthattheChristianmissionfrom SeramporeinWestBengalstartedits

missionaryworkatPandua,avillagewhichislocatedatthefoot-hillsoftheKhasiHills(Wecan

locatethisvillageonpage10ofthebookentitled,‘TheCoinageofJaintiapur’,writtenbyN.G.Rhodes

andS.K.Boseintheyear2010).However,inthisyearnoattempthasbeenmadebythismissionto

translatetheBibleintotheKhasilanguage.Sotherewasnopieceofwritinginourlanguageinthis

yearandconsequentlynoparticularscriptcametobeusedinwritingourlanguage.

1824-Inthisyear,theSeramporemissiontranslatedtheNewTestamentoftheBibleintothe

KhasilanguageandindoingsoithasadoptedtheBengaleeScript.Thuswiththebeginningofthis

translation,theprocessofwritingKhasilanguageusingaparticularscriptalsobegan.Thisalso

meansthatthisistheyearinwhichwritinginourlanguagestarted.Tilldate,someportionsofthese

translationsinKhasiusingBengaleescriptcanbefoundinthebook,‘AnIntroductiontotheKhasia

Language’writtenbyRev.William Pryse.

1838-DuringthisyearthemissionaryworkinPanduastartedbytheSeramporeMissioninthe

year1813cametoanend.Andwiththis,theprocessofwritingKhasilanguageinBengaleescript

alsocametoanendandfrom thenonnomoreattemptshavebeenmadetouseBengaleescriptin

writingKhasilanguage.
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1841–ItwasinthisyearthatRev.ThomasJonesIoftheWelshCalvinisticMethodistchurch

from WalesarrivedinKhasiHillstopreachthegospel.However,inthisyeartherewasnoattemptby

him totranslatecertainpartsoftheBibleintotheKhasilanguage.Sointhisyeartheprocessof

puttingKhasilanguageinthewrittenform usingRomanscripthasyettotakeplace.

1842-TheuseoftheRomanscriptinwritingKhasilanguagewasstartedbyRev.Thomas

JonesIinthisyear.Inthebook,‘AnIntroductiontotheKhasiaLanguage’writtenbyRev.William

Pryseandpublishedintheyear1855,wecanfindsomepiecesoftranslationsofThomasJonesIin

theKhasilanguage,whichhehaswrittenintheyears1842,1845and1846.Whilegoingthrough

thesepiecesoftranslations,ithasbeenfoundoutthatintranslatingsomepartsoftheBibleintothe

Khasilanguageintheyear1842,hehasused20lettersofthealphabetandtheseare:a,b,c,d,e,g,h,

i,j,l,m,n,o,p,r,s,t,u,wandy.Onfurtheranalysisithasalsobeenfoundoutthattheselettershave

beenusedbyhim inthefollowingmanner:

- Heusedtheletter‘c’inplaceoftheletter‘k’inthoseKhasiwordswherecurrently‘k’isbeing

usedinthespelling.Forexample,hespelled‘ci’inplaceofthespelling‘ki’,andthiscould

possiblybebecauseofthefactthatthereisnoletter‘k’intheWelshlanguage,whichishis

mothertongue.

- Healsoused‘oo’insteadofusingtheletter‘u’.Forexample,hespelled‘boorom’(respect)

insteadof‘burom’.

- Insteadoftheletter‘ї’,heusedtheletter‘i’.Forexample:Hespelledtheword‘їalam’as

‘ialam’.

- Thewayheusedtheletters‘ng’issimilartothewaytheEnglishpeopleusedthesetwo

letterstogetherattheendofcertainwords,like,‘sing’or‘bring’.Thisindicatesthathedid

notintendtouse‘ng’asanindividualletteraswedonow.

1846–From theworksofRev.ThomasJonesI,whicharefoundinthebookbyRevWilliam

Pryse,mentionedearlierwecanfindthatinthisyeartherewasanattemptbyhim tomakesome

changesintheproperuseofcertainlettersinwritingKhasi.Thereforewecanseethatinthisyear,he

hasreplacedtheletter‘c’usedin1842translationswiththeletter‘k’.Hehowevercontinuedtouse

theletter‘i’insteadof‘ї’.Again,itwouldbeinterestingtonotethatfrom hiswritingswecanconclude

thathecouldunderstandtheexistenceofthesoundfortheletter‘ї’inthelanguageandthismade

him spelltheword‘їing’as‘iing’.Healsocontinuedtousetheletter‘n’insteadoftheletter‘ñ’.

Therefore,untiltheyear1846,westillhaveonly20lettersoftheKhasialphabetasitwasintheyear

1842.

1848–From thepiecesoftranslationsoftheBibleintotheKhasilanguagebyRev.W.Lewisin
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theyear1948,whicharefoundinthesamebookwrittenbyRev.William Pryse,wecanfindoutthattill

thisyearwestillhaveonly20lettersofthealphabet,asin1846.Inthesetranslationswecanalsosee

thatRev.Lewisusedtheletter‘g’individuallyinspellingtheword‘gydda’asthetranslationforthe

word‘donkey’inEnglishwhichinmoderntimeswouldhavebeenbespelledas‘kada’whichactually

isaborrowedwordbelongingtotheIndo-Aryangroupoflanguages.

1850–From thepiecesoftranslationsthatareavailableinthisyear,wecanarriveatthe

conclusionthatinthisyearalsowestillhavethesamenumberofthelettersofthealphabetasitwas

intheyear1848.Butoneimportantfindingthatneedsmentioningisthat,from thesetranslationswe

couldunderstandthatthetranslatorrealizedthatinKhasilanguagewedohaveaspeechsound

whichlinguisticallywewouldcallita‘glottal’,whereweproduceitbycontractingtheglottisofour

voiceboxwhichissituatedatthetopmostpartofthewindpipe.Thusinthesetranslationsour

presentKhasiword‘lyer’hasbeenspelledas‘ly-er’.Placingahypheninbetween‘ly’and‘er’indicates

thatthetranslatormusthaverealizedthatthereissomekindofaslightpauseinbetweenthe

syllables,whichisinfacttheprocessofmomentaryclosureoftheglottis.

1854–Inthebookentitled‘ONTHEGEOLOGICALSTRUCTUREOFPARTOFTHEKHASIHILLS’,

byThomasOldham whichwaspublishedintheyear1854,andwhichwasre-publishedintheyear

1984underthetitle‘GEOLOGYMETEOROLOGYANDETNOLOGYOFMEGHALAYA’,wecanclearlysee

thattheauthor,whiletryingtowritesomethingontheKhasilanguagepreferredtousetheRoman

script.Andindoingso,inthefrontpagesofthebook,hehasmadeanefforttogiveaseparatelistof

thelettersofthealphabetin Khasiwhich altogethercomprised of20 letters.In thislistthe

consonantswereb,d,g,h,j,k,l,m,n,p,r,s,tandthevowelswerea,e,i,o,u,wandy.Therefore,we

findthatuntilthisyearwestillhave20lettersofthealphabetinKhasi.

1855–Rev.William Pryse,inhisbookmentionedinthepreviousparagraphs,haswrittenthe

listofCapitalandSmalllettersinKhasiinthefrontpagesofthisbook.Thenumberoflettersinthis

listwasverymuchthesameasitwasintheyear1854,thatisthenumberofletterswasstill20.

However,onreadingthechapter‘AVocabularyinKhasiaandEnglish’whichwasplacedtowardsthe

endofthebook,wecanfindoutthatthewriterrealizedthattheletter‘ng’hasacertainringtoitwhen

pronounced,althoughhedidnotinventanyindividualletterorsymbolforitandcontinuedtousethe

letter‘ng’aswedonow.Eventually,inthisparticularchapterhehasgivensomeKhasiwordsstarting

withthisletterjustlikeinthedictionary.

1891–Becauseofthedifficultyinretrievingthebookswrittenduringtheperiodfrom 1856to

1890,wearebeingcompelledtoskipsomeofthedevelopments,ifany,thattookplaceinthehistory

ofthealphabetduringtheseyearsandstraightawaytogotothebookswrittenintheyear1891

whichareaccessibletothewriter.

Inthebookentitled,‘AGrammaroftheKhasilanguage’,writtenbyHughRobertsandpublished

inthesameyear,wecanfindthelistofthelettersoftheKhasialphabetintheearlychaptersofthis

book.Inthislist,therewere21lettersandtheseweresimilartothelettersweusenow,exceptfor‘ї’

and‘ñ’.Wecanalsofindoutthatalthoughtheauthorusedtheletter‘i’for‘ї’,inwordsthatare
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supposedtobepronouncedwiththeletter‘ї’,hewashoweverawarethattheyweresupposedtobe

pronounceddifferently.Thusattheendofthewordsheexplainedthattheway‘i’wastobe

pronouncedincertainwordslike‘iaid’,‘iap’and‘iuh’wouldbethesameasthepronunciationofthe

letter‘y’oftheEnglishalphabetintheword‘yard’.

1895–Inthisyear,C.L.Stephenspublishedhisbook‘KhasiPrimer’.Andinthisbookwecan

findoutthatthenumberofletterswasstill21,asintheyear1891.

1896–InthemonthofMarchofthisparticularyear,Mr.HormuRaiDiengdoh,(aprominent

Khasileaderduringthisperiodwhowasalwaysconcernedaboutthewelfareofourtribe)througha

particularvernacularnewspapersuggestedthattheletters‘ї’and‘ñ’shouldhavebeenbeincludedin

thelistofthelettersoftheKhasialphabet.ThesamesuggestionwasalsomadebyMr.R.S.Berry

(anotherprominentKhasileaderofthesameperiod)throughthenewspaperpublishedinthemonth

ofMayofthesameyear.

1899–ItwasinthemonthofAprilofthisyear,thatMr.JeebonRoyMairom publishedthe

KhasiPrimerentitled‘KaKotPuleKhasiNyngkong’intheKhasilanguage.Inthisbook,hehad

included‘ї’and‘ñ’asthelettersoftheKhasialphabet.Thusfrom thisyearonwardsthetotalnumber

oflettersofthealphabetintheKhasilanguagewas23.Andtilldatethese23lettersarebeing

acceptedbytheKhasipeopleasthelettersofthealphabettobeusedinwritingourlanguage.

Otherareasofconcern:

1. ‘g’isoneofthelettersofthealphabetinKhasilanguage,butpresentlywedonotuseit

individuallyinthespellingofanywordeitheratthebeginningorinthemiddleorattheendof

anyword.Thereasonforthis,isbecause,inKhasilanguagewenothaveanyspeechsound

thatcanberepresentedbythisletterwhichasaphonemeitwouldbea‘voicedvelar’.However,

ithadbeenfirstusedbythoseChristianmissionarieswhoadoptedtheRomanScriptin

translation.Astheletter,ithasbeenusedinthespellingofthoseborrowedwordsbelongingto

theIndo-AryangroupoflanguageswhichwedonothaveinKhasilanguageliketheword

‘gydda’andlateron‘gadda’meaning‘adonkey’inEnglish.

2.Wedonotusuallywritethetwoi-dotstomaketheshapeoftheletter‘ї’orputthesymbol‘~’

ontopof‘n’togettheshapeoftheletter‘ñ’becausethetypewritersduringthosedaysand

eventilldatewerenotdesignedtocontainthesekindoflettersinthem.Thisisthereasonwhy

theselettersdonotusuallyhaveaplaceinanyvernacularbooksespeciallyintheschool

vernaculartextbooksandthusthepeoplearenotgiventheopportunitytousethem regularly.

Thusinconcludingthischapter,wehopethatwhatwaswrittenhereabouthowwecameto

usetheRomanScriptintheKhasilanguage,willhelpusasteachersunderstandhow wefinally

arrivedattheuseof23lettersintheKhasialphabet,andalsounderstandwhywedonotregularlyuse

thepropershapesoftheletters ‘ї’and‘ñ’inwriting.
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CHAPTER:III

PrevailingUnderstandingontheTeachingofHandwriting

Thereisthepossibilitythatmostofusarenotveryclearaboutwhatteachingofhandwriting

isallabout.Manyofusmaystillthink thatwhateverthathasbeenlearntbyusasstudentsduring

ourschooldaysmusthavegivenussufficientunderstandinginteachingstudentstheartofforming

thelettersofthealphabetaswellaswritingthewords,sentencesandparagraphs.Again,theremay

besomeotherteacherswhoprefertowriteagoodhandandsowhentheybecometeachers

themselves,theyfeelthattheirstudentsalsoshouldbetaughttowriteaneatandlegiblehandwriting.

Thishappensmoreoftenwithfemaleteachersratherthanwiththeirmalecounterparts.
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ThroughoutmyserviceasateachereducatorIhavemadeanattempttocollectinformation

from thein-serviceteachertraineesregardingtheiropinionandunderstandingabouttheteachingof

handwriting.Onthebasisoftheinformationthuscollected,thefollowingconclusionshavebeen

arrivedat:

1.Thattheprocessofteachingofhandwriting,beitinafour-lineexercisebookorasingleline

paperortheuseoftheworkbookonCursiveWritingshouldbestoppedafterthestudents

havepassedClassIVorthe4thStandard.

2.Thatyouwillrarelyfindanyonefrom amongtheteacherswhoisconsciousenoughtotryto

measure thewidthbetweenanytwolinesinafour-lineexercisebook.Again,mostofthe

teacherswherefrom informationhasbeencollecteddonothaveanyideaastowhytherehas

tobeauniform widthbetweenanytwoadjacentlinesinthesame.

3.Thatmostoftheteachersarenotawareaboutthemannerinwhichtheexercisebookistobe

positionedwhilechildrenarewritingoverthedesk.

4.Thatmanyteachersstilldonotunderstandtheproperuseofthetwotypesofscript-thePrint

scriptandtheCursivescript.Andmanyofthem arenotverymuchawareofthedifferencein

theshapeofthelettersinthetwoscripts.

5.Ithasalsobeenfoundoutthatmanyteachersarenotawareofthefactthattheuseofthetwo

differentscriptsinteachingdependsontheageandmaturityofthelearners.

6.Theinformationcollectedindicatesthatalmosteveryteacherdonothaveanyideaastowhy

inCursiveWritingpracticalworkbooksallthelettershavebeenslantedtotherightside.Soall

theteacherssimplyacceptthesamplegivenandcontinuetoallowthechildrentofollowthat

particularslantaslongastheyareusingthepracticalbookastheworkbook.Butthemoment

thechildrenusetheordinaryexercisebooknoonecarestoensurethattheyfollowthesame

slantasgiveninthatparticularpracticalworkbook.

7.Ithasalsobeenfoundoutthatmostoftheteachersdonotunderstandwhythe‘pre-strokes’

andthe‘end-strokes’areregularlymaintainedinthesamplesgivenintheCursiveWriting

practicalbook.

8.Mostoftheteachersarealsonotawarethattheheightofthelower-caseletters– , and in

theCursivescript,isshorterthanthatoftheotherletterswhichfullyoccupytheupperzoneof

writing.Thusmostoftheteachersinsistonteachingthechildrentomaintainafullheightof

theseletterswhichisnotsupposedtobethecase.
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9.Therearealsomanyteacherswhoarenotawareoftheuseofthewritingsurfaceintheform

ofasquaredexercisebook,afour-lineexercisebook,atwo-lineexercisebookorasingleline

exercisebookaccordingtothementalandphysicaldevelopmentofthechildrenandthe

pedagogicalaspectoftheteaching-learningprocess.

10.Therearestillsometeacherswhoareunabletomakeaproperdecisionastountilwhichclass

astudentwillusethepencilforhandwritingandfrom whichclassheorshewillstartusinga

fountainpenoraball-pointpen.

11.Thatsomein-serviceteachersalsodonotknowthattheshapeofthelettersofthealphabet

candifferinthewaytheyarewrittenfrom oneplacetoanother,orfrom onecountrytoanother,

asithashappenedwiththeEnglishalphabet.

12.Finally,therearealsomanyteacherswhodonotknowthattheperson’shandwritingisalways

beingaffectedbythepersonalityofthatparticularpersonandthatanyoneatanyagecanstill

improvehishandwritingandconsequentlycanbringimprovementinhisownpersonality.

ThepointsmentionedabovearejustafewofthemanyviewsandopinionsthatIhavecome

acrossduringtheprocessofthecollectionofinformationfrom thein-serviceteachertrainees

especiallyfrom thoseteachingintheLowerPrimaryschools.AndIhopethattheissuesdiscussedin

thischapterwillhelpeveryreadergetsomeideaontheprevalenttrendofunderstandingofthe

teacherswhoarepresentlyworkingintheelementaryschools.

CHAPTER:IV

TermsthatareusedinHandwriting

Languageregisterisalwaysthereinanykindofprofession.Inthesameway,intheteaching

ofhandwritingalsowehaveplentyofvocabularyitemsortermsthatarespecificallyusedandtalked
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about.Knowingandunderstandingthesetermshelpuslearnthingsinamoresystematicandrational

manner.Italsomakesthetaskofteachingeasierfortheteacheraswellasforthelearner.Forthe

benefitoftheteachers,followingaresomeoftheEnglishtermsusedinhandwritingwithKhasi

translationinbrackets:

1.Alphabet(Kidakthoh):

Alphabetmeansthelettersusedinwritingalanguage,arrangedinorder.ItisanEnglishword

derivedfrom thenamesofthefirsttwolettersoftheGreekalphabetnamely,‘Alpha’(α),thefirstone

and‘Beta’(β),thesecondone.ThiswordhasfurtherbeenbroughttoustheKhasipeoplebythe

EnglishwhentheyfirsttaughtustheuseofthealphabetintheKhasilanguage.Thisisalsotheonly

wordintheEnglishlanguagewhichconsistsoftwosyllablesformedbythenamesofthelettersof

thealphabet.Outofthe65listsofthealphabetbeingusedintheworldcurrently,inCambodiawe

havethemaximum numberofletterswhichstandsat72andtheminimum numberoflettersisfound

inthelistofthelettersofthealphabetbelongingtotheRotokas,thetribesinhabitingBougainville

islandwhichbelongstothegroupofSolomonislandsintheSouthPacific,wherethereareonly11

lettersofthealphabet.

2.Zone(KajakathohDak):

Zoneisthewritingspaceoccupiedbytheletters.Thezoneisfurtherdividedintothree

regions-‘Theupperzone’,‘themiddlezone’,and‘thelowerlone’.Wheneverafour-lineexercisebook

isbeingused,thefourzonescanbeidentifiedinthefollowingway:

_________________________________________________________________________

_______UPPERZONE______________________________________________________

________________________MIDDLEZONE__________________________________

_______________________________________________LOWERZONE____________

Inanyfour-lineexercisebook,whenmeasuredfrom thetop,thespaceinbetweenthefirst

lineandthethirdorbetweenthesecondandthefourthlineisusually6mm-9mm.Thiswidthalways

determinestheheightofthelettersthatwewrite.Ithasbeenwidelyacceptedthatthelettersthatare

ofaverageheightarethosewhosemeasureliesinbetween6mm to9mm.

Forthebenefitofthestudents,whileteachingthem ontheuseofthezonesofwritingthe

followingpointsshouldbekeptinmind:

(a)Thestudentsshouldnotbeallowedtoextenttheuppertipoftheletterbeyondtheupper

limitoftheupperzone.Researchworksdoneonhandwritinghaveshownthatingrownup

people,disproportionateextensionintheupperzonemightindicatethatthepersonhasa

superioritycomplexorthatheorshefeelshimselforherselftobehighabovetheother

people.Thisextensioncanbeprominentlyseenwhensuchpeopleputintheirsignatureat

theendofthelettersenttootherpeople.Itcanalsobeseeninthosepeoplewhoareinthe

habitofbullyingothers.

(b)Inthemiddlezone,studentsshouldbetaughttomaintainaverage-sizedletters.Ifchildren

DIE
T N

ONGPOH



15

prefertowritesmallerlettersitmayindicatethattheyareshy,timidornotsociable.There

isalsothepossibilitythattheyhaveaninferioritycomplex.

(c)Thelettersshouldnotgodownbelowthelowerlimitofthelowerzoneastheymaycause

inconvenienceswhenwordsarewritteninthenextline.

(d)Usingasquaredexercisebookforbeginnersdoesnothelpincontrollingtheuseofzones

butusingitisneededbecauseintheinitialstageofwriting,spacingthelettersismore

importantthancontrollingthezones.Again,usingafour-lineexercisebookatalaterstage

helpsthechildrenincontrollingtheuseofthethreezonesofwriting.Forthisreason

enoughtimeandopportunitiesshouldbegiventothechildrentousethiskindofan

exercisebookuntilyoufeelthattheyhavehadenoughpracticeincontrollingtheuseofthe

zones.Again,theuseofasinglelineexercisebook,inthelateryearsofschoolinghelpsthe

childrenpractiseonlyincontrollingthebase-line.

3.Strokes(Kilaiñringdak):

Strokesarethelinesscribbledtohelpform theshapeofanyletter.Therearemanytypesof

strokes,likethe‘pre-stroke’,the‘end-stroke’,the‘up-stroke’,the‘downstroke’,the‘connectingstroke’,

the‘overcurve’,the‘undercurve’andthe‘swingcurve’.

(a).The‘pre-stroke’:IntheCursivescript,the‘pre-stroke’istheinitiallinedrawnbefore

arrivingatthemainbodyofanyletter,beitintheshapeofthecapitalletterorthelowercaseletter.In

teachingCursivescript,thisstrokeisalwaysmaintainedatthebeginningofalltheletters.To

maintainthisstrokeinwritingeveryletter,itdemandsconstantconcentrationandpatienceonthe

partofthewriterandinthelongrunitalsohelpsdevelopinthechildrenasenseofbeingcourteous

orpoliteandatthesametimeithelpsthem intheproperorganizationofideasandthoughtsinthe

brain.

However,studentsshouldnotbeencouragedtouseexcessivelylongerpre-strokes.Thisis

sobecauseexcessivelylongerpre-strokesindicatethatthewriterwouldbeslowerintakingupthe

taskandthatheorshemaybeinthehabitofplacingmoreimportanceonthepastorlinkany

inconvenienceswithanyunreasonableexcuse.Notonlythis,butitalsoreducesthespeedofwriting

ofthewriterundernormalcircumstances.

Example:

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

(b).The‘end-stroke’:Theend-strokeisthelinethatwemakeattheendofthemainbodyof

theletter.Thisstrokenotonlyhelpsgiveattractiveshapetotheletterbutregularityinusingitalso

helpsinmouldingthecharacterandpersonalityofthestudent.Regularmaintenanceofthisstrokein

thelettersoccurringattheendofthewordsdemandspatienceandsubmissiononthepartofthe
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writer.Thus,thosestudentswhopractisetousethe‘end-strokes’areoftenmoremeticulousintheir

task.Theyarealsotheoneswithmoreresponsibilityandareusuallytheoneswhowouldstaytillthe

endtocompleteanyassignedtask.Thisisthereasonthatinpracticalbooksoncursivewritingthese

strokesarethereineveryletterattheendinanyword.

Whenthestudentsreachthehigherclasses,itmayhappenthatitbecomesdifficultforthem

topersist ontheuseofthesestrokesduringregularwritingactivities,especiallywhenthereisthe

needtoincreasethespeedofwritingwhichmayhindertheuseoftheseextrastrokes.Butwhen

writingatnormalpace,thestudentsarealwaysexpectedtomaintainthesestrokes.

Usingboththe‘pre-stroke’andthe‘end-stroke’indicatesthatthewriterisalwayswell

organizedinhisthoughts,and,indoinganythingheorshewouldprefertodoitinamorelogicaland

systematicmanner.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(c).The‘up-stroke’:Thisisthelinethatisformed when ourhand makesan upward

movementduringtheprocessofmakingtheshapeofanyletter.The‘up-stroke’canoccurinallthe

threezonesofwriting.Whilethestudentsmaketheup-strokeinthefour-lineexercisebook,they

shouldbeadvisednottocrossanyofthelimitsexhibitedbythelinesformingthezones.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(d).The‘down-stroke’:Thisisthelineformedwhenthehandmakesthedownward

movementwhilewritingtheshapeofanyletter.Thedown-strokecanbefoundinanywritingzone.

Whilemakingthe‘down-stroke’inafour-lineexercisebook,thestudentsshouldbemadetopractise

nottocrosstheboundarylineofanyzone.

Clearandfirm up-strokesanddown-strokesindicatethatthewriterisfirm andconfident.But

ifthesestrokesarecrookeditmeansthatthewriterlackscourage,confidenceandconsistency.

Thereforetheteachersshouldinsistthatthestudentsshouldmakefirm up-strokesanddown-strokes.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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(e).The‘connectingstroke’:IntheCursivescript,theconnectingstrokeisthelinethatisusedto

joinorconnecttwoadjacentlettersinanyword.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(f).The‘overcurve’:Itisakindofastrokethatisconvexinshapeandoccursespeciallyin

theupperpartofthemiddlezonelowercaseletterslike‘m’or‘n’inthePrintform or‘’or‘’inthe

Cursiveform.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(g).The‘undercurve’:Thisstrokeisconcaveinshapeandoccursespeciallyinthelowerpart

ofthemiddlezonelowercaseletterslike‘u’or‘w’inthePrintform or‘’or‘’intheCursiveform.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

(h).The‘swingstroke’:Thisisthetypeofstrokethatisformedwhenwemakeextraswing

movementofthehandatthebeginningorattheendoftheCapitalletterswrittenintheCursiveScript.

Example:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

4.BaseLine(Ulaiñthohdak).

Inanyplainwritingsurface,thebase-lineisanimaginarylineonwhichwewritetheletters,

wordsandsentences.Whenwritingisdoneonthefour-lineexercisebook,thethirdline counted

from thetopservesasthebaselineandhelpsguidethestudentswriteinastraighthorizontalline.

Butwhenaruledexercisebookisused,thelinedrawnonthepaperhelpsthestudentswriteina
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straight‘base-line’.However,whenwritinghastobedoneontheplainpaper,itwouldnotbepossible

todeterminethebase-lineinadvancebutinsteaditcouldbeobtainedonlybydrawingacontinuous

lineunderthewordsthathavebeenwrittentoform thesentences.

Thebase-linecanbeofdifferentshapes.Itcanbehorizontal,ascending,descending,

concave,convex,irregular,etc.Anditmayalsohappenthatinanyparticularshapesomedegreesof

differencecouldoccur.Followingarethebase-linesindifferentshapes:

Horizontal:

Ascending:

Descending:

Concave:

Convex:

Irregular:

Studiesingraphologyhaveshownthat,whensomeonewritesonaplainsheetofpaper,itis

ratherdifficulttomaintainaregularandhorizontalbase-line.Sothereisthepossibilitythatinan

attempttomakethebase-linehorizontal,ittendstoascendtowardstheendofthelineastheperson

continuestowrite.Thusanascendingbase-lineindicatesthatthewriterisalwaysstrugglinginan

attempttoachieveperfection.However,ifaperson’sbase-linetendstodescendashewrites;it

showsthatthewriterdoesnothavethedeterminationandthatheorsheisnotwillingtostrugglefor

somethinggood.

Inthosecaseswherethebase-lineisconcave(boatshaped);studieshaveshownthatthe

writerisakindofapersonwhoinitiallyisnotseriousintakingtheresponsibilitybutastime

progressesheorshebecomesinterested andenthusiasticandslowlyheorshewouldmakean

efforttocompletethetask.

Accordingtostudiesconducted,aconvex(umbrellashaped)base-lineontheotherhand

indicatesthatthewriterisinterestedandenthusiasticatthebeginningandcontinuestodothetask

forsometime,butastimeprogressesheorshelosesinterestinitandputnomoreeffortto
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completeitproperly.

Onthebasisoftheabovediscussionsthereforeitisimperativefortheteacherstoregularly

monitorthe base-line in the handwriting ofthe students so thattheycan help them in the

developmentofbetterpersonality.Thereforeitwouldbeadvisablefortheteacherstocontinueusing

thefour-lineexercisebookortheruledexercisebookaslongaspracticablesothatthestudentsare

givensufficientpracticetowriteinahorizontalbase-line.

5.SlantorAngleofWriting(Kajingthiahnejingdem jongkidak).

Theslantortheangleofwritingisanotherimportantaspectintheteachingofhandwriting.

One’shandwritingmayslanttotheleft(leftslant/reclined)orslanttotheright(rightslant/inclined)

anditcanalsobeperpendicular(vertical).

Example:

LeftSlant: _______________________________________________________________________

Vertical: _______________________________________________________________________

RightSlant:_______________________________________________________________________

StudiesinGraphologyhaveshownthat15%ofthepeopleintheworldslanttheirhandwriting

totheleftwhile8% ofthem writeverticallyandtherestconstituting77% ofthem slanttheir

handwritingtotheright.Itcanalsobeseenthatevenwithinaparticularslantthedegreeoftheslant

mightdifferindifferentpeople.Ithasalsobeenfoundoutthattherearealsosomepeopleinwhose

handwritingnoregularslantismaintained.

Whenwewritewetendtofollowthedirectionwhichwefeeltobethemostcomfortable.This

wouldalsobethedirectioninwhichourbrainfindsiteasiertoco-ordinatewiththehandthathandles

thewritingimplement.Andforthemajorityofthepeopleslantingtowardstherightsideistheeasiest

directionforwriting.Forthisreasonthereareahighpercentageofpeopleusingtherightslant.

AlmostalltheelementaryschoolteachersmusthaveexperiencedthatinanyCursiveWriting

exercisebooks,thesamplesofhandwritinggivenareallwrittenintherightslant.Teachinginthis

slantisbasedonthefactthatthisiseasierforchildrentomaketheshapeofthelettersandto

maintainahorizontalbase-line.Moreover,thehandcanalsoswingeasilyduringtheprocessof

makingconnectingstrokesespeciallywhenoneneedstoincreasethespeedofwriting.Again,

anotherbenefitofusingtherightslantisthatpsychologically,italsohelpsthechildrenbecomemore

adaptableandpositivetowardslifeandotherpeopleandthustheywouldalwaysmakeanattemptto

adjustwithothersindifferentsituations.
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Writingverticallyontheotherhand,demandsmorefingermusclecontrolespeciallywhenone

attemptstomaintainauniform heightofalltheletters.Again,writingverticallyalsodemandsthewill

powerofthewritertokeepwritingthelettersintheperpendicularposition.Thus,onlyfew people

wouldprefertowriteverticallyanditappearsthatitwouldbemostlythewomenwhowouldpreferto

usethiskindofaslant.Studieshaveshownthatthosewhoprefertohaveverticalhandwritingare

strong,andarecapableofmakingdecisionsontheirownbutatthesametimetheymayalsoexhibit

thetendencyofbeingveryrigid,staunchandstrictlyfollow theirdecisionandstandbytheirown

opinion.

Bendingtheletterstowardstheleftsideisanotherobservationmadeaboutthepeople’s

handwriting.Andashasbeenmentionedinthepreviousparagraphs,15%ofthepeoplewoulduse

thiskindofaslant.Studiesingraphologyhaverevealedthatpeopleusingthisslantarealwaysnot

abletomaketheirowndecisionandtheyalwaysneedmentorstoguidethem whenevertheyneedto

makeanydecisionintheirlife.

Irregularityoftheslantisalsoafeaturethatcanbeobservedinsomepeople’shandwriting.

Irregularslantindicatesthatthewriterisnotstableandlacksreasoning.Thus,heorsheisalways

boundtobeinfluencedbyotherpeople’sopinion.Heisnodifferentfrom thericeplantinthericefield

duringearlyautumn,whichcanswinginanydirectionwhenblownbythewind.Forthisreasonitis

importantfortheteacherstoinsisttheirstudentstoalwaysmaintainregularslantintheirhandwriting.

6.Loop(Kajakabalaithapdengkilaiñ):

Theloopisthespacewithinthebodyofanyletterbetweentwolinesorstrokes madeby

curvingthelinestoform aletter.

Loopscanbefoundinallthethreezonesofwriting.Thelowercaseletterslike ,,,and

intheCursivescript,allhavealoopintheupperzone.However,thelowercaseletters , and ,do

nothaveanyloopeventhoughtheyoccupytheupperzone,andmostoftheteachersarenotawareof
this.Itisalsoimportanttobearinmindthattheselettersareshorterinheightwhencomparedto

otherlettersthatalsooccupytheupperzone.Inthisregard,whilemakingtheshapeoftheseletters,
theneedtoretracethepathovertheup-strokewhilemakingthedownstroke,makesitdifficultto
raisetheheightoftheletter.

Thelowercaseletterslike ,ℊ,,and inthecursivescript,haveloopsinthelowerzone.

Andthelowercaseletterslike , and ,haveloopsinthemiddlezone.Followingaretheexamples

ofthetypesofloops.

Example:

Upperzone:

__________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

Middlezone:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Lowerzone:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

7.Spacing(Kajingpynlaitjaka).

Spacingmeansmakingroom whenwewriteanything.Spacingmaybebetweenletters,

words,sentences,lines,paragraphsandsoon.Properspacingshouldbetaughttothestudents.

Sufficientspacingmeansthattheletterscanbeeasilyidentifiedandthewordsandsentencesare

easiertobereadandthereisnostrainingoftheeyeswhilereading.Studentsthatareshyandtimid

tendtoleavelesserspacesbetweenthelettersandwords.Therefore,itistheteacher’sdutytohelp

thesekindofstudentstomakemorespacesinbetweenthelettersandwords.Ithasalsobeenfound

outthatthosewhotendtoleavelessspaceinbetweenthelettersorwordsarepsychologicallymore

introvertandlackgregariousness.

Whenfreewritingisbeingdoneonanyplainpaperorlinedexercisebook,theacceptable

normalspacingissuchthatthelowercaseletterslike,,,,,and intheCursivescriptcouldbe

insertedinbetweenthewrittenwords.However,spacingwouldbeconsideredtobenarrow,ifthe

spaceofwritingissuchthatitwouldnotbepossibletoinserttheletter‘’inbetweenthesewords.

Again,spacingwouldbeconsideredtobelargeifspacingbetweenthewordsiswiderthanthe

normalsizeofthelowercaseletter‘’inthecursiveform.

8.Script(Kijaitdakthoh).

Inteachinghandwritingwebasicallyusetwotypesofscripts– Theprintscriptandthe

cursivescript.

Intheprintscript,allthelettersofthealphabetarewrittenverticallyandindividually,andno

connectingstrokeisusedeveniftheyarewrittenveryclosetoeachother.Again,intheprintscriptall

thelettersaremadewithoutthepre-strokesortheend-strokes.Thelettersarealwaysinthesimplest

form withtheminimum numberofstrokesused.
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Inthecursivescripthowever,allthedifferenttypesofstrokesarebeingused,beitforthe

capitallettersorthelowercaseletters.Again,inthisscript,anyparticularlettercouldbewrittenin

slightlydifferentshapesandthenumberoflettersthatareconnectedtogethermaydiffer.Inthis

regard,ifmorelettersareconnectedthenitimpliesthatthewriterhasmoreconcentrationand

patience.However,incaseveryfewlettersareregularlyconnectedthenitindicatesotherwise.Itis

thereforeimportantfortheteacherstoinsistthatstudentsshouldmakeanefforttoconnectasmany

lettersaspossible,asthiswillhelpthestudentspositivelyinthelongrun.

Example:PrintScript

CapitalLetters

A B C D E F G H I

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

LowercaseLetters

a b c d e f g h i

j k l m n o p q r

s t u v w x y z

Example:CursiveScript

CapitalLetters

A B C D E F G

H I
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J K L M N O P

Q R

S T U V W X Y

Z

LowercaseLetters

ℊ

ℴ

9.Size(Kajinghehjongkidak):

Intheearlystagesofschooling,childrentendtowritebiggersizedhandwriting.Thereason

forthisisbecausephysicallyandmentallytheyarenotabletocontrolthefinermusclesthatare

locatedinthefingers.Andbecauseofthisinabilitytheytendtoexhibitsweepmovementwhenever

theydragtheirhandinanydirectionduringtheprocessofwriting.Butastheygrowolder,theylearn

howtocontrolthefinermusclesandconsequentlythesizeofthelettersintheirhandwritingalsowill

graduallybereduced.Followingaresomeofthebasicthingstheteachershouldknowwhenitcomes

tothesizeofhandwriting:

(a).Beitintheprintscriptorthecursivescript,thesizeofanyone’shandwritingcanbe

measuredbymeasuringtheheightoftheletterswhichoccupyboththemiddlezoneandtheupper

zoneintheformationoftheirfullshape.Forexample,intheletters- ,,and ,theheightis

measuredfrom thelowerboundaryofthemiddlezonetotheupperboundaryoftheupperzone.And

forthoselettersoccupyingthemiddlezoneandthelowerzoneliketheletters-ℊ, and theheightis

measuredfrom thelowerboundaryofthelowerzonetothetopboundaryofthemiddlezone.Insuch

cases,thesizewouldbeconsideredtobemedium oraverageifitliesintherangeof6mm to9mm.

Again,ifitislessthanthat,itwouldbeconsideredsmallandifitismorethanthat,itwouldbe

consideredtobelarge.However,infreewriting,ithasbeenobservedthatwhenolderpeopleare

requiredtodoalotofwriting,theneedtocompletethejobfastermakesthem decreasetheheightof

thelettersevenbelow6mm.

(b).Wecanalsomeasuretheheightofanyhandwritingbymeasuringtheheightofthelower
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caselettersorthesmalllettersinthemiddlezoneliketheletters- ,,,,,,,, and .For

average-sizedhandwriting,theheightoftheseletterswhilewritingfreelyshouldbeintherangeof

1.5mm to2.5mm.

10.Speed(Kajingstedthohdak):

Givingattentiontothespeedofwritingisimportantfortheteachers.Thewritingspeeddiffers

instudentsfrom oneclasstoanother.Itismeasuredbycalculatinghowmanysmallletterseitherin

theprintscriptorinthecursivescriptastudentcanwritewithinaminute.Experimentsconducted

haveshownthattheaveragespeedofstudentsindifferentclassesisasfollows:

InClassI-20letters,ClassII-30letters,ClassIII-40letters,ClassIV-50letters,ClassV-60

lettersandinClassVI-70letters.

Forgrownuppeopletheaveragespeedwasfoundtobeinbetween100to200lettersper

minute.ForteachersinLowerPrimaryandUpperPrimaryschools,theaveragespeedhastobe70

lettersperminute.Andwiththisspeed,theycanhaveacleanandclearhandwritingwhilewritingon

theboardandthismakesiteasierforthestudentstocopyfrom it.Thusunderstandingthewriting

speedofthechildrencangivebetterideatotheteacherwhilehandlingwritingactivitiesthataregiven

tothestudentseveryday.

11.Pressure(Kaborñionhalorjongkaslakot):

Thepressureweputonwhilewritingcanbeseenafterwritinghasbeendone.Learninghow

toobservethepressureusedandwhatdoesitimplyaboutthewriter’spsychologicalbackgroundis

anotherpointthatateacherneedstounderstand.Whilethestudentsareyoung,theydon’thavethe

abilitytocontrolthefinermuscleslocatedintheirfingers.Sowhilewriting,thewholeofthepressure

from thehandgoesthroughthetipofthewritingimplementthattheyuse.Forthisreason,inolden

days,theslateboardandtheslatepencilareusedinwriting.Thiswasverypracticallyhelpfulforthe

studentsandtheteachersandeconomicallyhelpfulfortheparentsalsobecausewhenthechildren

firststartwritingactivities,manytimesthewritingsurfacewouldbedamagedespeciallyifitwas

madeofpaper.

Inmoderntimes,wefinditdifficulttogetnaturalslates.Andeventhoughdifferenttypesof

slatesarecurrentlyavailable,theyarenoteasilyaccessibletomostofthechildrenespeciallythose

comingfrom economicallypoorerbackground.Therefore,wefindthatthestudentshadtobetaught

towriteinexercisebooks.Indoingso,todecreasetheamountofdamagetothesheetthatheorshe

writeson,thewritingimplementshouldnotbeverysharp.

Anotherobservationmadeis,thatmostofthetime,whenstudentsusepencilsforwritingin

exercisebook,theykeeponerasingbecausetheyarenotyetthatgoodatwriting.Itisforthisreason

thatanystudentshouldalwaysuseanHBpencilandthatitshouldnotbeover-sharpenedforregular

use.Andfrom thepracticalandpedagogicalaspectoftheteachinglearningprocessitwouldalsobe

advisabletocontinueusingonlythepencilasthewritingimplementtilltheendofClassIV.
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Inconcludingthischapter,itcanbesaidthatwhateverthathasbeendiscussedinthe

precedingparagraphsisonlyanattempttogivetheteacherssomeinformationaboutthetermsused

intheteachingofhandwriting.IndoingsoonlysomeimportanttermshavebeenincludedwhichIfeel

inonewayortheotherwouldgivetheteachersakindofaworkableknowledgeinthisregard.ThusI

hopethattheinformationgivenwouldbesufficientenoughtogivetheteacherstheconfidencethey

needinhandlingthisparticularareaofhandwriting.

CHAPTER:V

TheTypeofScripttobeusedinHandwriting

Ashasbeenmentionedearlier,itisexpectedthatasteachersweshouldbeawarethatthere

aretwotypesofscriptinwriting–theprintscriptandthecursivescript.Itisalsoimportanttoknow

thattheshapesofthelettersinthetwotypesofscriptarenotidentical.Anotherimportantthingthat

theteachersshouldknowisthattheprocessofmakingtheshapesofthelettersinthetwoscriptsis

alsonotofthesamelevelofdifficulty.Thisdifferenceinthelevelofdifficultywhilemakingthe

shapesmakesitimperativethatnaturallytheshapesthatdemandthelowerlevelofdifficultyin

makingthem shouldbefirstpreferredforteachingthechildrenintheinitialyearsofschooling.Based

onthistherefore,theprintscriptisalwaysusedforchildreninthelowerclassesuptoClassIIwhile

thecursiveScriptisusedinthehigherclassesfrom ClassIIIonwards.

Followingarethemeritsofusingtheprintscriptforstudentsinthelowerclasses:

1.Whilechildrenarestillveryyoung,theylacktheabilitytocontrolthefinermusclesthatare
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locatedinthefingerswhichhelpgivethem thestrengthtomakecurvesinthestrokesofthe

letters.Thusitwouldbeverydifficultforthem ifcursivescriptisintroducedintheearlyyears

ofschooling;sinceinthistypeofscript,weusealotof‘pre-strokes’,‘up-strokes’,‘down-

strokes’,‘end-strokes’andmanymore.

2.Makingstrokesinthecursivescriptrequirestheproperco-ordinationoftheorgansofthebody

likethebrain,theeyes,thehandandthefingers.Smallerchildrenlackproperco-ordinationof

theseorgans.Therefore,itiseasierforthem tousetheprintscriptwhichdoesnotrequire

complexco-ordinationwhilemakingtheshapesoftheletters.

3.Strainandfatiguearereducedbecausethepencilisliftedaftereveryletter.

4.Anotherreasonforpreferringtousethistypeofscriptfortheyoungerchildrenisbecausein

theprintscripttheshapesofthewrittenlettersaresimilartothatoftheprintedlettersusedin

theirtextbooks.Thismakesiteasierforthechildrentorecognizeanyletterinanytextbook

especiallywhentheyneedtofindthespellingofanywordtheyhavetoverifyorcopydown.

5.Incomparisonwiththecursivescript,usingtheprintscriptalsomakesiteasierforanystudent

toreadanypieceofwriting.Thisisbecauseinthecursivescriptmanytypesofstrokesare

usedandthismaycausethestudentstotakelongertimeinrecognizingandidentifyingthe

lettersthatarewritten.

6.Studiesdonehavealsoshownthatinyoungerchildren,writingintheprintscriptisfasterthan

inthecursivescript.

TheuseofthecursivescriptstartsinClassIII.Oncethistypeofscriptisused,thechildren

willhavetoswitchovertotheuseoftheshapesofthelettersinthisscriptonly.Soteachersshould

spendtimeonthisandallowthechildrentofindoutthedifferenceintheshapeofthelettersinthe

twoscriptswhetherascapitallettersoraslowercaseletters.

Inthecursivescriptlettersareconnectedwithoneanother,anditisimportantforthe

teacherstoinsistthestudentsonconnectingasmanylettersinawordaspossiblebecausethemore

thenumberoflettersisconnectedthebetteritwouldbe.Ifmorelettersareconnected,thenit

indicatesthatpsychologically,thewriteralsopossesseshigherconcentrationandmorepatience.

Thesuggestionsgivenabove,onthechoiceofthetypeofscripttobeusedforchildrenat

differentlevelsisbasedonthephysical,mentalaswellasonthepsychologicaldevelopmentofthe

child.Ithasalsobeenbasedonthepedagogicalaspectoftheteaching-learningprocesswhichwe

feelitsuitsbestforthechildren.Therefore,itislefttothewisdom oftheteacherstoponderupon,if

thesuggestionsgivencanbeputintopracticebythem.
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CHAPTER:VI

TheUseoftheRightortheLeftHandwhileWriting

Mostofthepeopleintheworldprefertousetherighthandwhilewriting.Therearealso

someotherpeoplewhowouldprefertousethelefthandinstead.Anypersonwhopreferstousethe

righthandforwritingisknownasa‘dextral’or‘right-hander’whilethepersonwhopreferstousethe

lefthandisknownasa‘sinistral’or‘left-hander’.However,therearealsosomepeoplewhocaneasily

useanyoftheirhandsinwriting.Thesepeopleareknownas‘ambidexters’.

Studiesdonemanyyearsbackhaveshownthat4%ofthepeopleintheworldareleft-handed.

Butstudiesinthelastfewyearshaveshownthat6%ofthemalesand4%ofthefemalesintheworld

areleft-handed.
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Itisalsointerestingtoknowthatfrom manyresearchworksconductedithasbeenfoundout

thatwhilechildrenareundersixyearsofage,70%ofthem showsignsthattheypreferusingtheright

handwhentheydoanything,andonly5%ofthem wouldprefertousethelefthand.Again25%of

them showsignsthattheycanuseboththeirhandsindoingtheirwork.Again,attheageof6,ithas

beenfoundoutthat81%ofthechildrenareright-handed,6%areleft-handedand13%areambidextral

(usebothhands).Astheygrowup,therearesignsindicatingwhichhandisdominantforthem todo

anyworkwith,i.e.whethertheyprefertousetherightorthelefthand.

Yearsagoattemptshavebeenmadetoshow thatthereissomekindofarelationship

betweenourchoicetouseourhandinwritingandthefunctioningofthetwolobesofourbrain.

Researchershavemadeanattempttoinferthatifpeoplealwaysprefertousetherighthandthenit

wouldbetheleftlobeofthebrainwhichcontrolstheactivitiesdone.Ontheotherhandwhenpeople

alwaysprefertousethelefthandthenitwouldbetherightlobeofthebrainthatcontrols.However,

tilldate,noreliableconclusioncouldbearrivedataboutthisrelationship.

Intheearlyschoolingyearsofthechild,thereisalwaysthepossibilityforelementaryschool

teacherstocomeacrosschildrenwhoarecompletelysinisterlyorleft-handed.Insuchcasesthe

teachersmayhaveinitiallymadeanattempttohelpthechildusetherighthand.Thiswouldbe

advisablebecauseresearchstudiesdoneinGraphologyhaveshownthatwhilethechildisstillunder

7yearsofage,hecanstillswapfrom beinglefttoright-handed.Howeverifhestillpersistsinusing

thelefthand,thenheshouldbegiventhelibertytodoso,becausecompellinghim tousehisright

handmightbringonhim repercussionslateroninhislife.

Sometimesitisalsopossiblethattherearechildrenwhoshowsignsthattheycaneasilyuse

boththeir handsforwriting.Insuchcasestheteachersshouldmakethesechildrenalwayspractise

inusingtherighthand.

Oncethestudentisidentifiedtobealeft-handerorasinistralthentheteacherneedstoknow

andunderstandinwhichwayheorsheistobeseatedandinwhichmannerthewritingimplementas

wellasthewritingsurfacewillhavetobeheldandpositionedaccordingly.Inthefollowinglines,few

suggestionsontheissuehavebeengivenfortheteachers:

1.Anystudentwhoisaleft-handershouldnotbediscouraged.Insteadheshouldbeinspiredand

encouragedtoimprovehishandwriting.

2.Whilewritinginthecursivescript,anysuchstudentshouldbetaughttowriteinfrontoftheleft

shoulderanddragany‘downstroke’towardstheleftsothatitiseasiertoslantthehandwriting.

Inthispositionitwouldalsobeeasiertoslidethehandtowardstherightwhilewriting.

3.Thepositionoftheexercisebookshouldbeinsuchawaythatitsrightedgewillbeatanangle

between35o-45owiththeedgeofthedeskortabletowardsthebodyofthestudent.However,

thepencilorpenissupposedtobeholdbythefingersinthelefthandinthesamewayasthe

right-handedpeople.
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4.Thestudentshouldnotbeallowedtotwisthiswristwhilewriting.

5.Anyleft-handedstudentshouldbeseatedonthebenchtowardstheleftsideofthedeskorthe

table,sothatwhilewriting,hisleftelbowwillnotcollidewiththerighthandofhisclassmate

sittingnexttohim inthesamebench.

Beingalefthanderisnotadisadvantageforanyperson.Infootball,theabilitytokicktheball

withtheleftfootisadvantageouswhilescoringfrom theleftsideofthefield.Again,incricket,beinga

lefthandergivesadvantagetothebatsmanespeciallyiftheotherbatsmanbattingontheotherside

isaright-hander.Thisissobecauseitalwaysgivestroubletoanyonewhoisthebowler.Inthesame

way,inlumbering,thelogcouldbeeasilysawnbytwopeopleifoneofthem isaright-handerandthe

otherisaleft-hander.Therefore,anyleft-handedpersonshouldnotbefrownedatanddiscouraged,

andtheteacherswoulddowelltorememberthesefacts.

CHAPTER:VII

HowAreTheLettersShaped?

Practically,whilewriting,thelettersofthealphabetarenotshapedinthesamewaybyevery

individualeven though the basic shape pertaining to anyletteris maintained.This individual

differenceintheprocessofmakingtheseshapesisfoundtooccurbothintheprintscriptaswellas

inthecursivescript.

Itisimportantfortheteacherstokeepinmindthatthedifferenceintheshapeoreventhe

useofthezonesmighthappenintheStandardscriptofanylanguage.Again,foranyparticularscript,
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evenwithinanyparticularcountryshapesmayslightlydifferfrom regiontoanother.Itisforthis

reasonthatnotwoindividuals’handwritingsareidentical.Again,evenforanyindividual,withage,

thereisalwaysgoingtobeadifferenceintheshapesofthelettersmadebyhim orherfrom timeto

time.Otherreasonsthatcouldbringthechangeinanindividual’shandwritingcouldalsobeduetothe

changeinthepersonalityofthepersonorduetotheinfluenceofotherphysiological,physical,mental

andpsychologicalproblemsthepersonhadtogothrough.Ithasalsobeenobservedthatwhen

childrenareyoung,theytendtofollow theshapesofthelettersgivenbytheteachersbutastime

progresses,theywillalwaysshapethelettersaccordingtotheinfluenceoftheirownpersonality.

Followingaresomeofthedifferentshapesofthelettersintheprintscriptandinthecursive

script:

PRINTSCRIPT:

(a).Capitalletters:

A B C D E F G H I

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

(b).Lowercaseletters:

a b c d e f g h i

j k l m n o p q r

s t u v w x y z

CURSIVESCRIPT

(a).Capitalletters:

(i).Simple-shaped:

C

DIE
T N

ONGPOH



31

(ii).Morecursive:

A B C D E F G H

I

J K L M N O P

Q R

S T U V W X Y

Z

(iii).Highlycursive:

A B C D E F G H

I

J K L M N O P Q

R

S T U V W X Y Z
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(b).Lowercaseletters:

(i).Simple-shaped:

(ii).Morecursive:

a b c d e f

g h i

jk l m n o

p q r

s t u v w

x y z
Besidestheexamplesgivenabove,therearealotofotherlettershapesthatareusedbythe
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peopleespeciallybythoseinvolvedincalligraphy.Butwhenitcomestotheshapesweusein

teachingourstudentswealwaysrestricttosimplerones.Teachingthestudentstowriteinsimpler

shapeshelpsreducethetimethatwouldbetakeninwritingthewords,sentencesandparagraphs,

whicharethemainobjectivesinanywritingactivity.

Intheaboveexampleswecanalsoseethatintheprintscriptthelettersarealwayswritten

vertically,whereasinthecursivescriptthelettersareslantedtowardstheright.Again,wecanalso

seethatintheprintscriptweuseminimum numberofstrokesthataresufficientenoughtoform the

basicshapeoftheletterbutinthecursivescript,weuseextracurvingofthelinesorstrokes.Anditis

theseextracurvesthatbringaboutchangesintheoverallshapeofanyletter.

Asthechildrengrowolder,itwouldnotbepossibleforteacherstomakethem strictlyfollow

specificshapesoftheletters.Butwhateverbethechangesmade,thelettersshouldnothavefancy

shapesandthemainbodyofanylettershouldberecognizableandshouldnotunnecessarilycontain

anyextrastrokeasthiswouldslowdownthespeedwhilewriting.

CHAPTER:VIII

LetterShapesAccordingtotheLevelofDifficulty

Knowingtheshapeofthelettersaccordingtothelevelofdifficultyisalwaysanimportant

toolinthehandofanyteacherteachingthechildrenpriortoClassI.Oneoftheprinciplesfollowedin

theteachinglearningprocessisgradation.Ingradationanattemptisalwaysmadetogradeany

concepttobetaughttothechildrenonthebasisofthelevelofdifficulty.Andthishasbeenbasedon

themental,physicalandpsychologicaldevelopmentofthechild.

Lettersaremadeofstrokes.Someletterscontainsimplestrokeswhileotherscontain

complexstrokesthatarenoteasyforthechildtomaneuverwhilescribbling.Lettersintheprintscript

arealwayssimplerinshapethanthoseinthecursivescript.Again,evenintheprintscriptallthe

lettersarenotofthesamelevelofdifficultywhenitcomestothetaskofmakingtheirshapes.Thus

theselettersarefurthergroupedaccordingtothelevelofdifficultyasfollows:

1.GradationofthelettersoftheKhasialphabet:

(a).Capitallettersintheprintscript:

 I,Ï,L,T,E,H,J,M,N,Ñ,K.

 O,G,NG.

 D,P,B,R,U,S.

 A,W,Y.

(b).Lowercaselettersintheprintscript:

 i,ï,l,t,j.

 ,d,b,g,p,o.

 n,ñ,m,h,u,ng.

 e,r,s.

 k,ω,y.

DIE
T N

ONGPOH



34

2.GradationofthelettersoftheEnglishalphabet:

(a).Capitallettersintheprintscript:

 I,L,T,E,F,H,J,M,N,K.

 O,C,Q,G.

 D,P,B,R,U,S.

 A,V,W,X,Y,Z.

(b).Lowercaselettersintheprintscript:

 i,l,t,f,j.

 c,,d,b,g,q,p,o.

 n,m,h,u.

 e,r,s.

 k,v,ω,,y,z.

Followingaresomeoftheimportantpointsthatteachersshouldbearinmindwhileteaching

handwriting:

1.Teachersmusthavecomeacrossthetermslike–‘capitalletters’and‘blockletters’whichare

beingusedeverynowandthen.Thesetypesoflettersareoneandthesame.Blocklettersare

boldcapitalletterswrittenintheprintscript.

2.Whileteachingthestudents,itisimportanttonotethattheheightofthecapitallettersshould

bethesameasthoselowercaseorsmalllettersoccupyingboththemiddleandtheupper

zoneofwritingliketheletters-b,h,kandlintheprintscriptor ,, and inthecursive

script.

Example:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Anotherimportantthingtobeborneinmindisthattheheightoftheletterswhicharethe

ascenderslike , and assmalllettersinthecursivescriptshouldnotbethesameasthe

otherascenders.Thismeansthat,whilewritinginafour-lineexercisebook,theuppertipof

thesethreelettersshouldnotreachtheupperboundaryoftheupperzone.

Example:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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4.Infreewriting,thestrokesinthelowerzoneforthosecursiveletterswhicharethedescenders

like– ,ℊ,,,, and shouldonlybedraggedhalfwayandthiswillhelpavoidoverlapping

withtheuppertipofthelettersofthewordsthataregoingtobewritteninthenextline.

CHAPTER:IX

StagestobefollowedintheTeachingofHandwriting

Asmuchasithappenswiththeteachingofanysubject,teachinghandwritingalsois

expectedtobedoneinasystematicmanner.Thus,itisexpectedthateveryteacherteachingatthe

elementarystage,shouldbeawareofthedifferentstagesthataresupposedtobefollowedin

teachinghandwriting.Thisisso,becauseofthefactthatmonitoringthequalityofthechildren’s

handwritingattheelementarystage,isnotonlytheresponsibilityoftheteacherwhoteachesany

languagesubject,butalsothecollectiveresponsibilityofeveryteacherintheschoolwhohasto

regularlyevaluateanystudent’shandwritinginthesubjectthatheorshehandles.Followingaresome

ofthesuggestionsgivenonthistopic.

Selectionofaparticularscript:

Thetwoscriptsthatareusedinwritingbythestudentsare–Theprintscriptandthecursive

script.Ofthesetwotypesofscript,theprintscriptemployssimplerandfewernumbersofstrokesin

shapinganyletter.Thusbasedonthelevelofdifficultyinshapingtheletters,wefirstneedtoteach

thestudentstheprintscriptintheinitialyearsofschooling.Itisthenfollowedbytheuseofthe

cursivescriptaftersomeyears.Onthebasisofthestudiesthathavebeencarriedoutinrecentyears

itwouldthereforebeadvisableforchildrentocontinueusingtheprintscriptuntiltheyreachClassII.

Andthattheymaystopusingthisscriptafew monthsbeforetheendofthisclassortheymay

continueusingittilltheendofthisclass.Thentheycanstartusingthecursivescriptafterthat,which

meanstowardstheendofclassIIoratthebeginningofclassIII.

StageI:

Intheinitialstage,thetaskofmakingtheshapeofanyletterwillrequirethechildtolearn

howtositproperlyandholdtheslatepencilorthepencilinthepropermanner.Itwillalsorequirehim

tolearnhowtoproperlypositionanduseanydeviceusedasthewritingsurfaceliketheslateorthe
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squaredexercisebook.Besidesthese,duringtheprocessofwriting,thechildwillalsohaveto

properlyco-ordinatehisbrainandhiseyestogetherwithhishandmovements.Forthisreason,atthe

beginningitwouldnotbepracticablefortheteacherstodirectlystartteachingthechildrenhow to

writethelettersandinsteadchildrenshouldbegivenopportunitiestoperform certainactivitiesthat

willhelpthem controlthemovementofthefinermusclesinthefingersandatthesametimehelp

them practisetheireye-handco-ordination.

Followingaresomeofthesuggestedpre-writingactivitiesthatcouldbeemployedbythe

teachers:

1.Studentsmaybeaskedtodrawanysimplefigurethatrequiresonlysimplelineslikeacircleor

asquare.

2.Childrenmaybegivencolouringactivitieswithcrayons.

3.Theymaybegivenactivitieslikearrangementofbig-sizedseedsorpebblesinordertoform a

specificshape.

4.Theymayalsobeaskedtorecapabottletoexerciseincontrollingthemusclesduringcircular

movementofthefingers.

5.Childrenmaybegiventaskslikepastingsmallpiecesofcolouredpaperonthepicturethathas

alreadybeendrawn(collagework).

6.Childrenmayalsobegiventhetaskofthreadingbeadstomakeanecklace.

Inadditiontotheabovesuggestions,theteachercanalsosupplementandusehis/herown

ideasandimaginationstoconductothersimilaractivitiesspeciallythosethatcanbeconductedby

usinglocallyavailablematerials.

StageII:

AfterthestudentshavebecomefamiliarwiththeactivitiessuggestedinStageI,inthenext

stagetheyshouldbetaughthow todraw differentlinesandstrokesthatarebasicinmakingthe

shapeofthelettersofthealphabet.

Stepstobefollowedatthisstageare:

1.Inteachingthechildrenhowtomakethestrokes,theteachershoulddosoaccordingtothe

levelofdifficultyinvolvedinmakingtheshapeofthelineasfollows:

(a) _________ __________ _________ __________ _________ _________

(b).

___________________________________________________________________________

(c).
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___________________________________________________________________________

(d).

___________________________________________________________________________

(e).

___________________________________________________________________________

(f).

___________________________________________________________________________

(g).

___________________________________________________________________________

(h).

___________________________________________________________________________

(i).

___________________________________________________________________________

2.Atthebeginningteachersshouldteachhowtowriteanylettershapebyholdingthehandof

thechildandhelphim dragthepenciltomaketheshapeofaparticularlineorstrokeoneafter

another.

3.Afterthechildhasbeentaughtintheabovemannerforsomedays,inthenextstepheshould

beaskedtodraw thesamekindoflinebyhimselfbydraggingthepenciloverthebrokenor

dottedlinessimilartotheonesdrawninthepreviousdays.

Example:

_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________

4.Afterthechildhasbecomefamiliarwiththetaskofdrawingtheshapeofthelinebyusingdots

thenheshouldbegiventheopportunitytofreelydrawtheshapeofanylineorstroke.

StageIII:

Stepstobefollowedatthisstageare:

1.Afterthestudentshavelearnthowtofreelymakethestrokesorlines,thentheycanbetaught

howtomaketheshapeofthelettersofthealphabet.Andindoingsotheyshouldstartwiththe

capitallettersintheprintscriptaccordingtothelevelofdifficultyinmakingtheshapeofthe

lettersashasbeensuggestedinChapterVIII.

2.Afterthestudentshavelearnthowtomaketheshapesofthecapitallettersthentheteacher

mayteachthechildrenhowtomaketheshapeofthesmalllettersintheprintscript.Theneedto

teachwritingthesmalllettersafterthecapitallettersisbecausemakingtheshapeofthesmall

lettersdemandsmoremusclecontrolthatinthecaseofthecapitalletters.

3.Afterthestudentshavelearnthowtowriteboththecapitalandthesmallletters,thentheycan

betaughthowtowritethem togethersidebyside.

4.Inthenextstepsstudentswillbetaughthowtowritewordsthatcontaintwo,three,four,five

lettersandsoon.

5.Finally,childrencanbetaughttowritesentencesandparagraphsintheprintscript.

Importantpointsthatteachersneedtobeawareof:

1.Itwouldbeveryhelpfulforthestudentsifalltheteachersteachingfrom ClassAtoClassII

makeitapointtouseonlytheprintscriptwhilewritingontheboardandtouseonlythesimple
shapesofalltheletters.

2.Ifpossible,inClassesIandII,itwillhelpthestudentsifanywritingactivityisdoneinafour-

lineexercisebookorasinglelineexercisebook,exceptthosesubjectsthatrequiretheuseof

aplainexercisebook.

3.InClassesIandII,itwouldbehelpfulforthestudentsiftheteachersdraw thelinesonthe

blackboardwhilegivinganywritingactivityinordertoshowtheexamplestothestudentson

theuseofthezonesofwriting.

4.WhilewritinginthePrintscript,duringanywritingactivityitwouldbeadvisableforthe

teacherstoobservethatthestudentsfollowthefollowingsteps:
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a.Theexercisebookispositionedinsuchawaythatitsloweredgeiskeptparalleltothe

loweredgeofthedesktowardsthebodyofthechild.

b.Thattheelbowsofthestudentsarekeptclosetotheirbody.

c.Thatthelettersofthealphabetarewrittenvertically.

d.Thatthestudents’positionshouldbesuchthatboththeirhandsarekeptcomfortablyon

topofthedesk.

e.Thatthepencilisbeingproperlyheldbetweenthethumbandthemiddlefingerandthatthe

pointingfingerisonlylightlytouchingit.

f. Thatthestudentsstraightentheirshouldersandkeepadistanceofonefootbetweenthe

exercisebookandtheireyes.

g.Thatthestudentsshouldneveroversharpenthetipofthepenciltoavoiddamagetothe

surfaceofthepapertheywriteon.

5.WhilewritingintheCursivescript,theteachersshouldbeawareofthefollowing:

a.Thecursivescript,asmentionedearlier,shouldbetaughtbeforetheendofclassIIoratthe

beginningofclassIII.

b.Atthetimeoftransitionfrom theprintscripttothecursivescript,initiallythestudentswill

finddifficultyinrememberinganddifferentiatingtheshapeofthelettersintheprintscript

andthecursivescript.Itmayhappenthatthestudentswilltaketimeinwritingthecorrect

typeofletters.Itwillhoweverhelpthem iftheteacherstakecareandmakesurethatthey

themselvesknowthedifferencewhilewritingthecapitallettersorsmalllettersintheprint

scriptandinthecursivescript.

c.Beforeswitchingovertothecursivescript,thestudentsshouldbeallowedtocomparethe

formationoftheshapesofthelettersbothcapitalandsmalllettersintheprintscriptas

wellasinthecursivescript.

d.Inallthecasesinwhichthestudentsusethefour-lineorthesinglelineexercisebookor

the Cursive Writing practicalbook,the teachersshould help the studentsknow and

recognize the different strokes that we make (pre-stroke,up-stroke,down-stroke,

connecting-stroke,end-stroke,under-curve,over-curve,swing-stroke)whilewriting any

letterofthealphabet.
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e.Theteachersshouldremindthestudentsthatallthecapitallettersarealwaystwicethe

heightofthesmalllettersthatoccupyonlythemiddlezone.

f. Remindthestudentsthatthecapitalletters ,ℒ,,, and inthecursivescriptcannever

beconnected orjoined with anyothersmallletterthatfollowsthem otherwise,the

handwritingwillnotcomeoutnicely.Thereforetheselettersarewrittenindividuallyandthe

smalllettersthatfollowthem arejoinedamongstthemselves.

g.Thestudentsshouldalsobetoldthattheheightofanyendstrokeshouldalwaysbeless

thattheheightofthesmallletteroccupyingthemiddlezone.

h.Inthecursivescript,theexercisebookshouldbekeptinsuchawaythattheanglebetween

itsloweredgeandtheedgeofthedesktowardsthebodyofthestudentshouldbebetween

30oand40o.

i. Lastly,studentsshouldalsopositiontheexercisebookdirectlyinfrontoftherightshoulder

forright-handersandinfrontoftheleftshoulderforleft-handers.

CHAPTER:X

EvaluationofHandwriting

Currentlyinourschools,ContinuousandComprehensiveEvaluation(CCE)isbeingusedin

evaluatingtheperformanceofanystudent.Indoingso,manytoolsandtechniqueshavebeen

suggestedinScholasticaswellasinCo-Scholasticareas.Howeverinevaluatinghandwriting,the

Check-listwouldbethemosteffectivetechniquetobeused.

FollowingisthegeneralCheck-listthatteacherscanemployinevaluatingthestudents’

handwritingeitherintheprintscriptorinthecursivescript:

1.Doesthestudentsitonhisbenchproperly?

2.Isthepenciloranyotherwritingtoolheldinthepropermanner?

3.Istheexercisebookpositionedintherightwaybythoseusingtheprintscriptorthecursive
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scriptorbytheleft-handersortheright-handers?

4.Istheexercisebookpositionedatadistanceofonefootfrom theeyes?

5.Doesthestudentkeephisshouldersparalleltoeachotherwhilewriting?

6.Arethelettersclearlyformed,sothatthepersonwhoreadsthem canrecognizeataglanceof

whatisbeingwritten?

7. Aretheletterswrittenintheaverageheightof6mm to9mm?

8.Isnormalspacingmaintainedinbetweenthelettersorthewordsorthesentences?

9.Doesthestudentmakeanattempttomaintainaregularhorizontalbase-line?

10.Issimplicityintheshapeofthelettersmaintained?

11.Areclearconnectingstrokesregularlymaintained?

12.Doesthestudenttrytomaintainaveragespeedwhilewriting?

13.Isthereanyattempttocrosstheboundaryofthewritingzoneswhilewriting?

14.Doesthestudenttrytomaintainregularslantinalltheletters?

15.Isuniform andaveragesizeofthelettersmaintainedbythestudent?

16.Arethewrittenstrokesfirm?

17.Isthereanyirregularityintheuseoftheshapeofthelettersofthecursivescriptafterthe

switchoverintheuseofscripthasbeenmade?

18.Isthereanyattemptbythestudenttouseanyfancyshapedsymbolinsteadofthe‘i-dot’or

‘tittle’(thedotontopof‘i’)?

19.Doesthestudenttrytouseanyfancyshapedsymbolinsteadofthe‘t-bar’(thelinethatwe

crossoverthebodyofthelettertoget‘t’)?

20.Doesthestudentregularlyclosetheletters , andℊ?(Studieshaveshownthatgrown-up

peoplewhodonotregularlyclosetheselettersaretooopenandarenotabletokeepsecrets).

Theabovediscussionsthereforeindicatethatconstantmonitoringandobservationisrequired

from theteacherstoensurethatthestudentsdomakeattempttowriteagoodhand.Thisisso

becauselearningtowriteagoodhandwritingcannotbelearntinadayortwoorinaweek,orevena

month,buttakesmanyyearsofconstantpractice.

Itwillthereforebeinthebestinterestofthestudents,ifalltheteachersintheLowerPrimary

ortheUpperPrimaryschoolstaketheresponsibilitytoensurethatineverysubject,thestudentstryto

followallthebasicthingsneededformaintainingagoodhandwriting.Ifthatcouldbedone,wehope

thatbythetimeourstudentsleavetheUpperPrimarystageofschooling,theywillhaveaneatand

cleanhandwriting whichinturnwillhelpthem notonlyintheirfurtherstudiesbutalsoindeveloping

inthem betterpersonalitytraits.
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CHAPTER:XI

CONCLUSION

Thisbookhasbeenwrittenwiththeintentionthatitwouldserveassomekindofaguidebook

forourteachersintheteachingofhandwritingtoourstudentsattheelementarystage.Inthe

precedingchaptersanattempthasbeenmadetogivesomeideatotheteachersonsomeofthe

basic concepts concerning the whole process ofteaching handwriting including some ofthe

psychologicalandpedagogicalaspectsconnectedwiththeteachingprocessesinthisarea.

Anattempthasbeenmadetoclarifyandgivesuggestionontheapproachesthathavetobe

followedwhileteachinghandwriting,especiallywhileteachingtheyounglearners.Attempthasalso

beenmadetoexplaintheneedtounderstandtherelationshipbetweentheinnerselfoftheperson

andhishandwriting.Again,somesuggestionshavealsobeengivenonhowtodealwiththedifferent
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levelsofdifficultythatchildrenencounterinmakingtheshapeofthelettersespeciallyattheinitial

stagesofwritingonthebasisoftheirphysicalandmentalgrowth.

Finally,wehopethatthroughoursmallattemptfrom theinstituteandthroughourcollectiveeffort

andhumblededicationasteachersintheelementaryschoolswewouldbeabletohelpthestudents

improvethemselvesinthisareaoflearningandconsequentlyhelpshapetheirlifeinapositive

manner.
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