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Aim/Purpose this guideline:

The purpose this guideline is:

to create an understanding among all stakeholders, including students and

on the need for co-creating a safe and secure school environment for the holistic
children.

, it is to make different stakeholders aware about the acts, policies, procedures
and already available on different aspects of safety and security i.e., physical,

socio- cognitive and specific to natural disasters as well.
it is to empower different stakeholders and enable clarity on their role in the

of this guideline.
oF it is to fix accountability for keeping children safe and secure in schools

while children are transported to and fro, to attend school or go back to their
a school transport) on School Management and Principals and Teachers in
naided Schools, and Head/in-charge Head of School, Teachers and education

in case of government/government-aided schools.
a A key e is to emphasize the'Zero Tolerance Poliry' against any negligence on the

part of any individual or management when it comes to the safety and security of
chil in schools.

An to the guidelines:

This Guideline been developed following an 'accountability framework'with the help of
existing legal 'whole school approach' by integrating safety and security aspects in

a

homes

education

social and
multi
Ministries and
integrated are r

a

a

by including deliberations upon the health, physical, socio-emotional, psycho-

aspects of school safety and security; and at the same time 'addressing
concerrls' to further create a safe society, giving recommendations for the other

in addition to Education Department. Some areas that have been
follows:

a. This includes Laws and Acts applicable in the context of school safety and
at the state and national levels for creating awareness among various

to further strengthen the implementation of legal provisions in this area.

with first quarter of 27't Century witnessing a pandemic, COVID-19, that is giving a

new of social distancingand maintenance of health and hygiene protocols at
this guideline takes into cognizance the precautions to be followed for making
safe and secure from the healthpoint of view as well. Therefore, this guideline

all schools to follow Standard Operating Procedures/guidelines issued by
this the Ministry of Home Affairs, Health Ministry and also state-level

from time -to- time on COVID-19 issue

b. In

S

urgency for sensitization, orientation and capacity building ofteachers, school
heads, educators, this guideline recommends state-level educational institutions

forward to not only conduct special awareness and capacity building
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school heads, teachers, parents, students and teacher educators but also to integrate
pandemic challenges, concerns and actions into the other regular capacity building
programmes. The national level capacity building programme for elementary school
teachers, i.e., NISHTHA has already integrated a special module on education response to
COVID.19.

c. Further, as this pandemic has forced school education to reflect upon its mode of
transaction /d,elivery of education, and a gradual shift of a percentage of teaching-learning
towards on-line blended mode appears to be imminent, this guideline also emphasizes
cybersecurity and safety for children and teachers.

d. The guideline is also adequately linked to the guidelines provided by NDMA for compliance
in physical infrastructure and disaster-related issues, and guidelines given by NCPCR for the
compliance of safety issues related to residential schools and CBSE and other school boards
for the accountability framework.

e. The guidelines also include a comprehensive checklist of the essentialities of school safely
and security and actions to be taken by the school in this regard.

f. Finally, in the context of school safety and security, the guideline recognizes that
Accountability is an obligation of the School Management Principal, and Teacher to adhere
to the Laws/norms/guidelines; accept responsibility towards providing safety conditions for
children in school; account for their activities; to disclose the actions and impacts in a

transparent manneq and most importantly to be held legally responsible in case of any
negligence.

THESE GUIDELINES MUST BE READ ATONG WITH THE FOLLOWING:

r National Commission for Protection of Child Rights INCPCR) has developed a Comprehensive

Manual on Safety and Security of Children in School. The Manual available at
www.ncpcr.gov.inis a compilation of various existing guidelines, circulars, notifications,

Government Orders on safety and security related issues in schools issued from time to time.
o NCPCR's Guidelines for Hostels of Educational Institutions
o The National Disaster Management Authority INDMA) has also formulated and issued the

National Disaster Management Guidelines on School Safety Policy, 2AL6.
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